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daily in Germany and in Great Britain, were directed to the maintenance of peace. The political factors—national and nationalistic ambitions, naval and military rivalries, and the interplay of international alliances—were of course instrumental in determining national policies. It was, however, the inexorable logic of interlocking measures of military preparedness that actually precipitated the unwanted conflagration. Sir Eyre Crowe, permanent undersecretary at the British foreign office, saw the situation clearly when he wrote on July 27, X.S.: t4I am afraid that the real difficult}- to overcome will be found in the question of mobilization. Austria is already mobilizing. This ... is a serious menace to Russia? who cannot be expected to delay her own mobilization, which, as it is, can only become effective in something like double the time required by Austria and Germany. If Russia mobilizes, we have been warned that Germany will do the same, and as German mobilization is directed almost entirely against France, the latter can-nc£ possibly delay her own mobilization for even the fraction of a day. ... It seems certain that Austria is going to war because that was from the beginning her intention. If that view is correct, it would be neither possible nor just and wise to make any move to restrain Russia from mobilizing/' Nicholas and Sazonov hated war as much as did any other European statesman; nevertheless in July, 1914, they ordered measures that, imperative as they might have appeared at the time, practically ruled out the possibility of preserving peace.
"The lamps are going out all over Europe" Grey remarked on the eve of England's entry into the war. The new Europe that emerged from four years of darkness and fighting was an eloquent proof that the concepts of national interest held by the leaders of the three eastern empires were illusory and destructive of the cause they were supposed to serve.
FORTUNES OF WAR
The course of military events exercised a major and, in some instances, a decisive influence upon the destinies of the belligerent nations. With the exception of Belgium every Power engaged in the struggle had its share of victory and defeat, and the final outcome more than once hung in the balance. Even after full allowance is made for the importance of the geographical factor, the deadly effectiveness of the blockade, and the overwhelming superiority of the anti-German coalition in man power and economic resources (especially following

